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May 18, 2026 

To: All Emergency Medical Dispatchers, Emergency Medical Responders,  
       EMTs, EMT-Intermediates, Advanced EMTs, Paramedics, Executives,  
       Chiefs, Directors, Supervisors, and Administrators 
 
Re: National EMS Week, May 17-23, 2026 

 
Congratulations to each emergency medical services professional in our EMS 
system on this occasion of 2026's National EMS Week, a week that recognizes the 
essential and heroic service you provide every week!  
 
On behalf of the Medical Control Board and the Office of the Medical Director, all 
of us are honored to recognize and thank you for admirably serving the citizens and 
visitors depending upon our EMS system. The national theme of 2026’s EMS 
Week is “Improving Outcomes. Together.” 
 
This theme is particularly timely and accurate! Together, we achieved what ties an 
all-time high in cardiac arrest survival for our EMS system. In Calendar Year 2025, 
for those with a witnessed sudden cardiac arrest, bystander CPR, and found in 
ventricular fibrillation on EMS arrival….42% survived!! AND…100% of those 
survivors are completely neurologically intact thanks to your dedicated skill and 
care!!! 
 
Factoring all forms of sudden cardiopulmonary arrest, over 102 individuals are now 
alive thanks to you and your colleagues in this EMS system. We absolutely 
improve outcomes and we do it together, 24/7/365.  
 
Last year, our EMS system responded to over 250,000 calls, again making ours one 
of the busiest in the United States and beyond. Your commitment to excellence in 
prehospital medicine defines our collective success in beginning emergency care 
for these patients, whether their need is for hope, defibrillation, whole blood, or 
anything else within our scopes of practice. 
 
The Office of the Medical Director team hopes to see as many of you as possible 
this week. Please accept this communication as 1) our personal and sincere thank 
you for your fine work, and 2) our invitation to directly hear from you, what we can 
do even better to serve our patients and very importantly, to serve you as you serve 
patients. 
 
With respect & sincere appreciation for difficult, meaningful work done extremely 
well, 
 
The OMD Team 
 

 
MEDICAL CONTROL BOARD 
 
Russell Anderson, DO, Chair 
Hillcrest Hospital South 
 
David Smith, MD, FACEP, Vice Chair 
OU Medical Center 
 
Keri Smith, DO, Secretary 
Integris Southwest Medical Center 
 
Justin Davis, DO 
Integris Baptist Medical Center NW Expressway 
 
Daniel Dittus, DO 
Hillcrest Medical Center 
 
David Gearhart, DO, FACOEP 
OSU Medical Center 
 
Peyton Holder, MD 
St. John Medical Center 
 
John Nalagan, MD, FACEP 
Mercy Health Center 
 
Ryan Parker, MD, FACEP 
St. Francis Hospital 
 
Anna Wanahita, MD 
Regional Brain Institute 
 
Matthew Wood, DO  
St. Anthony Hospital 
 
 
OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL DIRECTOR 
 
David Howerton, NRP 
Division Chief – Medical Oversight - West 
 
Duffy McAnallen, NRP 
Division Chief – Medical Oversight - East 
 
Matt Cox, NRP 
Division Chief - Critical Care Analytics 
 
Anna Bailey, MPH 
Biostatistician 
 
William Justice, NRP 
Director – Special Operations 
 
Patrick Cody, DO, MPH, FACOEP 
Assistant Chief Medical Officer 
Mobile Integrated Health Programs 
 
Curtis Knoles, MD, FAAP, FAEMS 
Associate Chief Medical Officer 
 
Jeffrey M. Goodloe, MD, NRP, FACEP, FAEMS 
Chief Medical Officer 

 


